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Chamber Music Northwest Presents 39th Annual Summer Festival

Featuring Bach to Bloch and Beyond, with a Star Roster including 
Four String Quartets and the Punch Brothers
27 Concerts and 22 Free Events Presented June 22 – July 26, 2009
CMNW’s 2009 Festival offers A Season of Favorites, launches new “Downtown Fridays” Series, welcomes composer Aaron Jay Kernis, presents Portland’s farewell concerts of Guarneri Quartet, and celebrates the 200th Anniversaries of composers Joseph Haydn and Felix Mendelssohn
PORTLAND – Chamber Music Northwest, one of America’s top chamber music festivals, kicks off its 39th annual summer festival on Monday, June 22, 2009, called “A Season of Favorites.” Under the artistic direction of David Shifrin, the acclaimed clarinetist, Chamber Music Northwest’s five-week festival takes place June 22 through July 26, in five different performance halls in Portland, Oregon.
From 27 concerts featuring an international array of classical musical stars in Reed College’s warm and intimate Kaul Auditorium, to an exciting new series of 5 “Downtown Fridays” concerts, to an appealing series of free open rehearsals and pre-concert talks, to a free noon concert at the Oregon Historical Society, Chamber Music Northwest’s 2009 festival promises an unparalleled musical experience for concert-goers. With affordable ticket prices starting at $19 (and always $10 for students), Chamber Music Northwest provides the perfect summer “stay-cation” for residents looking for world-class experiences right in their own backyard!
This summer’s festival offers widely varied music spanning four centuries, in five different concert venues, performed by 41 internationally respected artists and 5 world-renowned ensembles, from soloists such as pianist André Watts, violinists Leila Josefowicz and Elmar Oliveira, the legendary Guarneri String Quartet in its farewell performances after an extraordinary 45-year career, as well as outstanding younger performers such as pianists Shai Wosner and Anna Polonsky, and charismatic soprano Hyunah Yu. 
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• Chamber Music Northwest’s 2009 festival celebrates the 200th anniversaries of two monumental composers, Franz Joseph Haydn (who died in 1809) and Felix Mendelssohn (born in 1809). Notably, the festival opens and closes with Haydn bookends:  the first work to be played on June 22-23 is Haydn’s “Sunrise” Quartet, and the closing work on July 25-26 is the finale to his “Farewell” Symphony, in a chamber version arranged for eight instruments.

• David Shifrin, the festival’s artistic director for the past 29 years, notes: “This year we will feature the music of two musical titans, Haydn and Mendelssohn, and there also will be many perennial favorites of Beethoven, Mozart, Brahms and others, all performed by some of the best musicians in the world. In this challenging economy, we felt this is a year to give our audience music that is compelling and desirable, so we’re calling this festival ‘A Season of Favorites.’  We may be lighter in the amount of contemporary music this summer, but this doesn’t signal a change of our mission of presenting a very broad musical spectrum.  Living in the realm of chamber music, we’re lucky that we’ll never run out of repertoire.”

• The biggest change at CMNW this summer involves venues:  the five Friday concerts move from Catlin Gabel School to three locations in downtown Portland, and they will start at 7:00 PM instead of 8:00. The new “Downtown Fridays” series will take place at: Portland Art Museum (1219 SW Park) on June 26, Gerding Theater/the Armory (128 NW 11th) on July 3, and First Congregational Church on the Park Blocks (1126 SW Park) on July 10-17-24.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS - Within the 2009 summer festival are several thematic threads and mini-festivals:
• Haydn Celebration – one of the greatest musical innovators of all time, who lived 1732-1809 and invented the string quartet, is represented by 5 works for strings, from an early string quartet from Op. 20 (1772 at age 40), performed July 23-24 by the Daedalus Quartet; to his monumental “Seven Last Words of Christ” from 1787, on July 12 with the Miro Quartet; to two late quartets from 1793-1796, on June 22-23 with the Orion Quartet, and July 20-21 with the Miro Quartet.

• Mendelssohn Celebration – the phenomenally gifted and prolific composer who lived only to the age of 38 – brings a charming mini-festival of 7 of his major chamber music works, including the exhilarating Octet for Strings (June 22-23) with an all-star line-up of the Orion String Quartet with Ida Kavafian, Jun Iwasaki, Paul Neubauer and Peter Wiley.

• A “Festival of String Quartets” featuring 4 superb American ensembles, including the legendary Guarneri Quartet, plus the Orion, Miró and Daedalus, all of whom will perform both as a quartet and also in collaboration with other festival artists.

• A three-day mini-festival (June 25-26-27) Celebrating the Guarneri Quartet, in two concerts of timeless masterpieces from the late eras of Beethoven and Brahms, aptly serving as their farewell programs in Portland, and capping a distinguished 45-year career.  According to David Shifrin, “The Guarneri Quartet is the most important chamber ensemble of the 20th century.  They served as mentors to me and so many of my generation, and we are honored and thrilled to have Arnold-John-Michael-Peter here to perform some of their ‘farewell’ concerts anywhere, and their final appearances in Portland.” A special “Intimate Evening with the GSQ” on June 26 will combine a live performance of a Kodaly Quartet by the Guarneri, plus a no-holds-barred informal talk, reminiscing their four-decade career, to introduce a screening of the award-winning documentary film “High Fidelity” (presented in collaboration with the Northwest Film Center at Whitsell Auditorium, Portland Art Museum).     
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• A 20th Century American Music Focus will take place July 2-3-4, around the Fourth of July holiday weekend, built around a pair of concerts described as “From Bernstein to Banjos.” Leading composer (and pianist) Aaron Jay Kernis will make his Portland debut performing in his own work, “Two Awakenings and a Double Lullaby” for soprano (the luminous Hyunah Yu) and ensemble.  Leonard Bernstein is represented by his Clarinet and Piano Sonata, and there will be Gershwin songs (Ms. Yu again) and the iconic “Rhapsody in Blue” for piano duet, along with traditional American Fiddle Tunes with the phenomenal Punch Brothers (a quintet of exceptional talents on mandolin/Chris Thile, plus violin, banjo, guitar and string bass).  The Punch Brothers step into the limelight for the July 4 spotlight, for a fun and festive evening of cross-over, bluegrass, fiddle tunes, “newgrass” and beyond. John Adams and John Williams, other notable American “household-name” composers, will have works performed on July 2-3 (Williams “Air and Simple Gifts,” the piece written for the Presidential Inauguration in January 2009), and July 6-7 (Adams’ “Shaker Loops for Seven Strings” from 1978). 

• 20th Century Composers – In addition to American composers working in the 20th century, the 2009 festival will highlight a group of 5 European composers who all emigrated to the U.S. during or before WWII – Fristz Kreisler, Erich Korngold, Bela Bartok, Arnold Schoenbgerg, and Ernest Bloch.  The year 2009 marks the 50th anniversary of the death of Ernest Bloch – Oregon’s adopted “native son” – and CMNW has programmed two wonderful works by Bloch to commemorate this occasion:  the rhapsodic “From Jewish Life” on July 11’s program (“Emigrés to America”) and “Baal Shem, Three Pictures of Hassidic Life” on the final concerts July 25-26.  Other 20th century composers to be performed include Schoenberg’s complex and ambitious String Quartet No. 4 (1936), as well as Korngold, Kreisler, and Bartok.

• Major Classical Music Artists – Mr. Shifrin describes the 2009 artist festival roster as “among the strongest we’ve ever had,” including numerous, well-loved returning members of the CMNW festival family, including veterans Ida Kavafian, Fred Sherry, Paul Neubauer, William Purvis and many others.  Returning after some years absence are the Miró String Quartet, pianist Anna Polonsky, cellist Colin Carr, bassoonist Milan Turkovic, flutist Ransom Wilson, oboist Allan Vogel, and harpsichordist John Gibbons. Making their CMNW festival debuts are the Daedalus String Quartet, baritone Randall Scarlatta, and the astonishing Punch Brothers (mandolin phenom Chris Thile’s new “newgrass” band). 
• Two Sunday Afternoon Concerts – In addition to the 25 evening concerts, there are two presented on Sunday afternoons. The final season concert takes place at Reed College (Kaul Auditorium) on Sunday, July 26, at 4:00 PM.  An additional all-Haydn concert will be presented on Sunday, July 12, at 2:00 PM at First Presbyterian Church (1200 SW Alder) in downtown Portland, in which the Miró String Quartet performs Haydn’s masterpiece, “The Seven Last Words of Christ.”
• Impact of Economic Downturn – Executive Director Linda Magee comments:  “Given this major economic downturn, we have done some careful budget-trimming, about 12% or $135,000, on a budget of $1.1 million, but we have not made cuts to the artistic expenses for the summer festival. We are not going to compromise on the quality of our festival concerts, whatever happens. We feel fortunate that CMNW’s long record of financial discipline now serves us well to navigate this turbulent economy.” CMNW has operated with a balanced budget for 29 consecutive years, and maintains both a cash reserve fund and an endowment fund.

• New Summer Camp in July – Magee notes, “Even with our tightened budget, we’re excited that we are able to launch a new cooperative venture this summer with violinist Amy Schwartz Moretti – a chamber music camp for young Portland musicians. It’s called Portland Summer Ensembles, and 33 kids are signed up. The camp will be held at Reed College July 13-17, with the Miro Quartet providing master classes in addition to daily coaching by such fine musicians as Jun Iwasaki, Nancy Ives and others.”
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TICKET INFORMATION

CMNW’s 2009 festival ticket prices have not increased over last year.  Single tickets are $23/$30/$43 (students always $10), but discounted subscription tickets are available at $19/$27/$39. Tickets can be purchased online at www.cmnw.org, or at the CMNW box office (phone 503-294-6400, or in person at 522 SW Fifth Avenue, Ste 920, 
M-F 10 am - 4:00 pm). Detailed program information, program notes, artist biographies, and music samples can be found at www.cmnw.org.

VENUE INFORMATION
Chamber Music Northwest’s 2009 Summer Festival concerts take place in five venues in Portland. The festival’s main residence is at Reed College in Kaul Auditorium (SE Portland at 28th and Woodstock), for 16 concerts (Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays and one Sunday); the five-concert Tuesday series takes place on the sylvan campus of Catlin Gabel School in Cabell Theater (8825 SW Barnes Road). 
The Friday series moves from Catlin Gabel to downtown Portland this year, and the five concerts start at 7:00 PM instead of 8:00 PM. The new “Downtown Fridays” series will take place at: Portland Art Museum (1219 SW Park) on June 26; Gerding Theater/the Armory (128 NW 11th) on July 3; and First Congregational Church on the Park Blocks (1126 SW Park) on July 10-17-24.
ABOUT CMNW
At Chamber Music Northwest (founded in 1971), internationally acclaimed soloists and ensembles come together for a critically-acclaimed summer festival and an “Encore Series” (fall-winter-spring concerts) to explore the beauty and endless variety of chamber music, in performances of rare commitment and supreme artistry. Performances of CMNW are heard on American Public Media’s “Performance Today,” and CMNW has six compact discs commercially available on the Delos International label, as well as annual season highlight recordings. Chamber Music Northwest now reaches 25,000 attendees annually, performs to audiences averaging 92% capacity, and has operated with a balanced budget for 29 years, since 1980. CMNW posts its audited financial statement and the IRS annual form 990 on the website at www.cmnw.org.
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